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Abstract

This thesis “The Comparative Study of Buddhadasa Bhikkhu's and Phra
Brahmagunabhorn’s (P.A. Payutto) Philosophies of Education” aims at studying the
concept of educational philosophy held by and Phra brahmagunabhorn in the
aspect of similarities and difference.

From the study it is found that Buddhadasa Bhikkhu gave the meaning of
education as Sikkha --- the study for practising to eliminate sensual desire (raga),
hatred (dosa) and delusion (moha). The objective of education was to support the
mankind to have morality and ethics in the societies The process of education
consisted of four kinds: curricula, teachers, schools and learners. Providing
education to people to practise morality (sila), meditation (samadhi) and wisdom
(pafind) and the reformation of education are of four patterns, namely:- the
demonstrative reform, the ideal reform, the reform for gratitude, and the reform for
mental development.

The meaning of education given by Phrabrahmagunabhorn is the study for
the development of human being, and the study for deliverance (Tisikkh&): morality,

meditation, and wisdom. The education for mind development can also support
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people to have morality, meditation and wisdom. There are five objectives of
education:- knowing how to rely benefically on the people and things around one,
knowing how to be self-reliant and also make oneself a refuge to others, knowing to
practise according to the principles for encouraging wisdom, and learning to be
learned and to know how to respect the teachers. There are two educational
constituents:- the external one and the internal one. The former one arouses
wisdom such as association with educated learners and living in a good society.
The latter one referred to Yonisomanasikara (the proper use of thinking, learning
how to think, and being skilled in thinking). Providing education is of two kinds:
general education comes from the belief in a man as a noble animal that can be
trained and the education in the three kinds of Knowledge of Deliverance is the
education for the development of human beings to be an ideal man. Educational
reform must be for the benefit of people in the present society. People will know
how to use the proper knowledge of science and technology for economic and
social development and know how to use the proper democracy and Dhamma
democracy.

From the result of the comparison of education, it is found that it was not
indifferent from each other. The education referred to is Tisikkha:- morality,
meditation and wisdom. However, there was a little bit difference between the
definition of a word. That is the different context in society. There are two
educational objectives for the development of people in the present life and the
education for the mental development in the next life. However, there are some
arguments in details. The present society gives more emphasis on a man as the
centre of all developments. The constituents of education are two:- internal factor
and external factor. There are different styles of using words. The educational
constituents in the present society have some relationship with the national level
and international level. Providing education is similarly of two types:- the education

for living together in society and the education for training oneself. There is a little
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difference in the definition of words, but the objective of living the meaning is the
same. However, the concept of education held by the two scholars cannot be used
in the present economy. The concept of educational reform held by the two
scholars is similar. The two scholars agreed that the four kinds of the concerned
education must be reformed: in the field of learners, societies, schools, and
technology. There is, anyhow, a difference in the definition of word. The two
scholars’ concepts on education are not connected with the development of the
people to be the leaders. The concept of the two scholars can be applied to the
preservation of the environment, economy and society. This is true to the statement
“Poverty is not a new thing; and ancient man is not poor”; and to the curriculum for

developing teachers to have morality.
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